




                                     

 

 

The following icons are used throughout this Users Guide as visual reminders to avoid 
potentially hazardous situations.

Every winching situation has the potential for serious personal injury. To minimize that 
risk, read this User’s Guide carefully. Familiarize yourself with the operation of your 
winch before using it. Yo            
great importance. This s            
cons, warnings and cau          

carefully and refer to it o           
can result in cuts, burns    





. Vehicle batteries contain gasses that are Àammable and can explode violently.

Improper wiring can result in ¿re or electrical shock.

Improper use or overloading of the winch can result in a release of load or rope failure. 



 Never operate a winch while under the inÀuence of alcohol, drugs or medicine.

. The winch contains moving parts and sharp edges which can result in cuts,       
    burns, lacerations amputations.

    Never put your ¿ngers into the hook.

2. The snap back of a broken wire rope can cause serious injury; sharp edges and  
    abrasions signi¿cantly shorten rope life.

       strands, fused or melted ¿bers, inconsistent stiffness, chemical contamination, Àat      
       areas or lumps not eliminated by Àexing the rope.

C. 3 continued



Proper winching techniques will extend product life and avoid injuries.

    Never put your ¿nger into the hook.

D. 2 continued



      
  

    
 

     

      
  

        
 

       
 
       

    

     
 

data on your speci¿c winch, and complete installation instructions, please see 

The following symbols are used throughout this User’s Guide to bring 
attention to potentially hazardous situations

   

       
        

      
    
    
    

    
    

    

   



• Always use a factory approved 
shackle and strap when attach-
ing the hook to an anchor point.
• Always before winching a load, 
be sure the freespool is fully in 
the engaged position.
• Never exceed the winch rated 
capacity.
• Never use a winch to secure a
load in place. Secure load and 
detach hook from load when 
transporting the load.
• Always be certain anchor will
withstand the load.

• Always keep helpers and 
spectators at a safe distance.
• Never let the rope slip through 
your hands, even with gloves on.
• Never touch the rope or hook 
while they are in tension, under 
load, or when someone else is 
at the control switch.

• Always use factory approved 
switches, controls accessories 
and components.
• Always assure that the equip-
ment such as tackle, hooks 
Pulley blocks, straps, etc. are
rated in excess of the load 
capability of the winch.  
•Always inspect equipment for 
wear or damage prior to use: 
immediately replace worn or 
damaged equipment.

1. Brake

herefore the presence of a brake is not essential to a winch ful¿lling its 

the installation, speci¿cations and 



• Moving parts have sharp edges.
• Always use a handsaver strap.
• Always keep clear of winch rope 
and load.
• Always wear heavy protective 
gloves when handling rope.

• Moving parts hazard
• Sharp edge hazard
• Always wear personal protective
gear.
• Always remove all jewelry.

• Read owners manual.
• Always before winching a load, 
be sure the freespool is fully in 
the engaged position.
• Never wind rope over top of drum.

• Read Owners Manual.

Figure 1.

2. Freespool

The Technical Installation Manual that accompanies this Users Guide pro-
vides information concerning operation of the freespool mechanism, if pres-
ent in your winch.

3. Gearing

provides details as the gearing type and speci¿cations of your winch. 



• Read Owners Manual.

• Always use factory approved
switches, controls, sensors
and component.

• Read owners manual.
• Always disconnect winch from 
power source when working on 
the winch.
• Always wear eye protection.
• Never connect DC power 
winches to AC current.
• Never operate an AC winch outdoors 
or in a corrosive or explosive environ-
ment.
• Never operate a DC winch in an 
explosive environment. 

• Read owners manual
• Always inspect the switch and 
wiring for cracks, pinched spots, 
and frayed or loose connections. 
Damaged components must be 
replaced before operation.
• Always insulate and protect all 
exposed wiring and electrical 
terminals. 
• Always place supplied terminal 
boots on wires and terminals as 
directed by installation instructions.
• Always follow wiring diagrams
• Always store the remote control 
in a protected clean dry area.
• Never route electrical cables 
across sharp edges; near parts 
that get hot, nor through or around 
moving parts.
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• Read owners manual. 
• Never wind rope over top of drum.
• Moving parts hazard.
• Always wear heavy protective 
gloves.
• Never obscure warning  and 
instruction labels.
• Never install winch or electrical 
connections while vehicle is running.
• Never lean over battery while 
making connections. 

5. continued

Only the mounting orientations shown in the Technical Instillation Manual 
are possible for safe winching operation

Figure 2.

• Reads owners manual.
• Always inspect equipment for
wear or damage prior to use:
immediately replace worn or 
damaged equipment.
• Always use factory approved
switches, controls, sensors
and components.



 

Figure 3.

                                                       Figure 3.
Mount the winch to a ¿rm base. Be sure that your structural support is strong 

 mounting information for your speci¿c winch.

• Moving parts hazard.
• Always wear personal protec-
tive gear.
• Always wear heavy protective 
gloves.
• Always mount the winch so 
that the rope feeds through the 
fairlead at the front of the winch
parallel to the mounting surface
and does not rub across the 
housing or base.
• Always be certain anchor will 
withstand load.
• Never mount winch in an 
overhead hoisting position or 
use for overhead hoisting.
• Never use to raise, suspend, 
lower or secure horizontally 
hinged doors or ramps without 
additional counter balance 
springs, centrifugal locking 
devices, or other secondary 
means of supporting the moving 
ramp or door.
• Never weld or machine any 
parts of the winch. 

*Must maintain standard 
  winch rotation.

*



comes with your winch is speci¿cally selected to accommodate the load rating 

maximum rated load of the winch. The strength of the rope is inÀuenced by the 

being pulled and the winch is a primary consideration. The Àexibility provided 

s optimized on the ¿rst layer of rope around the drum. As a result, shorter rope 
generally provides a more ef¿cient pull.

storage capacity of the winch is limited by the drum length and drum Àange 

he drum Àange. This could result in the rope “hopping” off the drum and 

vides details as to the installation, speci¿cations and 

 

To re-spool the rope:
. Payout the rope until there is only ¿ve (5) wraps of rope around the drum.

• Read Owners Manual.
• Always assure that the equip-
ment such as tackle, hooks, 
pulley blocks, straps, ect. are 
properly sized and rated.
• Always inspect equipment for 
wear or damage prior to use: 
immediately replace worn or 
damaged equipment.
• Always use care to not 
damage the vehicle frame 
when anchoring to a vehicle for 
winching.
• Always wear heavy protective 
gloves if handling rope.
• Always use factory approved 
switch, controls, accessories
and components.
• Always inspect entire length 
of rope, protective sleeve and 
hook before each use.

• Moving parts hazard.
• Sharp edge hazard.
• Always use a handsaver strap
• Always keep clear of winch, 
rope and load while winching.
• Always wear heavy protective 
gloves.
• Never allow a child to operate 
a winch.
• Ne laissez jamais la corde 
glisser entre les mains, même 
en portant des gants.               



 

 
crew in the drum Àange. The screw should be tightened securely. The 

etailed technical information for your speci¿c winch.

self on the drum, the winch should never be operated with less than ¿ve (5) 

etails as to the installation, speci¿cations and replacement part numbers of your 
• Read owners manual.
• Always inspect entire length 
of rope, protective sleeve and 
hook before each use.
• Never exceed the winch 
rated capacity.

   
   
     
      

    
     

 
     

    
 

    
     

    
    

      
 

     
     

  
      

  
     
      

    
       
  

       
       

 
       

   
      
     

    
      

   
      

        
     

  
      

      
   

      
  

      
      

 
      

      
     

     

 

  
  
  

  



Figure 5.

Figure 5.

You are ready to spool the line on the winch drum.
To do this:

   
   
     
      

    
     

 

                
     

    
 

    
     

    
    

      
  

     
     

  
      

  
       
  

     
      

    

       
       

 
       

   
      
     

    
      

   
      

        
     

  
      

      
   

      
  

      
      

 
      

      
     

     



ons and replacement part numbers of your winch rope.

     

• Read owners manual.
• Always inspect entire length 
of rope, protective sleeve and 
hook before each use.
• Never exceed the winch 
rated capacity.

 
 



 6A

 damentals to the speci¿cs of your application. Fortunately, Superwinch

 Figure 6A.
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gure 6B

Figure 6B.

bene¿t by selecting a winch with a full load line speed of at least 4 feet per minute.  

applications also bene¿t from a softer yet more durable brake. You do not want 

 is the only company that builds a winch line speci¿cally for trailer 

moving is important to you, you’ll do well to consider a winch designed speci¿cally for 

 

      



hicle’s owner’s manual for load capacity and other speci¿cations of your vehicle. 

Figure 7.,

Figure 7.

• Use a pulley block to avoid 
ng at sharp angles.

 ys inspect entire length 
 , protective sleeve and 

 efore each use.
 r exceed the winch 

 apacity.
 r operate winch in 

ound orientation.
 r touch rope when 

 ension.

• Read owners manual. 
• Before winching a load, be sure 
the freespool is fully in the engaged 
position.
• Always be certain anchor will 
withstand load.
• Always operate the winch with an 
unobstructed view of the winching 
operation.
• Always take your time when 
rigging and include a reasonable 
factor for safety.
• Always mount winch so that rope 
feeds through fairlead on front of 
winch parallel to the mounting 
surface and does not rub across 
housing or base.
• Always use a shackle or strap 
when attaching the hook to an 
anchor point.
• Always apply load to the throat 
(center) of the hook.
• Always use a hook with a latch.
• Always ensure hook latch is 
closed and not supporting load.
• Never apply load to hook tip 
or latch.
• Never fasten the hook back onto 
the rope.
• Never put your ¿nger into the 
hook.
• Never wind rope over top of drum.
• Never let rope slip through your 
hands even with heavy gloves.

  a pulley block to avoid 
winching near sharp edges.



Figure 8.

Figure 8.

Figure 9.

Figure 9.

Figure 10.

Figure 10.

Figure11.

Figure 11.

• Read owners manual. 
• Before winching a load, be sure 
the freespool is fully in the engaged 
position.
• Always be certain anchor will 
withstand load.
• Always operate the winch with an 
unobstructed view of the winching 
operation.
• Always take your time when 
rigging and include a reasonable 
factor for safety.
• Always mount winch so that rope 
feeds through fairlead on front of 
winch parallel to the mounting 
surface and does not rub across 
housing or base.
• Always use a shackle or strap 
when attaching the hook to an 
anchor point.
• Always apply load to the throat 
(center) of the hook.
• Always use a hook with a latch.
• Always ensure hook latch is 
closed and not supporting load.
• Never apply load to hook tip 
or latch.
• Never fasten the hook back onto 
the rope.
• Never put your ¿nger into the 
hook.
• Never wind rope over top of drum.
• Never let rope slip through your 
  hands even with gloves on.



Figure 12.

Figure 13.

WINCH OUT: Upper arm straight out, lower arm pointing DOWN, index ¿nger 

WINCH IN: Upper arm straight out, lower arm pointing UP, index ¿nger moving 

STOP: Arm raised, hand in a ¿st, motionless.

Figure 12. • Always inspect equipment from 
wear or damage prior to use:
immediately replace worn or 
damaged equipment.
• Always keep helpers and spec-
tators at a safe distance.
• Always wear heavy protective 
gloves when handling rope.
• Always keep clear of rope and 
load when winching.
• Always ensure hook latch is 
closed and not supporting load.
• Always operate the winch with 
an unobstructed view of the 
winching operation.
• Always use a hook with a latch.
• Never touch the rope or hook 
when they are in tension, under 
load, or when someone else is at 
the control switch. 
• Never knot or tie the rope to se-
cure a load or repair a broken rope.
• Never pull the rope around 
non-rotating sheaves or rollers.
• Never pull the rope over rough 
surfaces or sharp edges.
• Never allow rope to tangle or 
jam while winching. Rope could 
break before winch stalls.
• Never subject rope, tackle or 
winch to shock loads. 

protective



JOG IN:
¿ngers in a clam-shell motion repeatedly, for operator to run the winch IN in 

HANDS IN WINCH: Both arms held out, ¿ngers extended, in the direction of

Figure 13.

 

      



DO NOT CONTINUE TO WINCH

Figure 14.

Figure 14.

Minimize wire rope abrasion.

Keep the rope clean



 arp bends

 thetic rope is new, it has a smooth ¿nish (a.). When the rope is ¿rst 
  outer ¿laments of the rope will roughen and give the rope a slightly, 
 pearance (b.). This condition of the outer ¿laments creates a rougher 

 ace and actually helps to protect the ¿bers underneath. Rope must be 

 ter ¿bers exhibit abrasion (c.). 

b c

 both inner and outer ¿bers. Open the strands of the rope by compressing 
  ength-wise (e.) and look for powdered ¿ber and abrasion- this is a sign 

  wear of the rope. Estimate internal ¿ber loss to include in your determi
  overall abrasion ¿ber loss of the rope.  

e

It is your responsibility to 
 proper care to prolong the life of your synthetic winch rope.

 synthetic rope abrasion.

  rope clean

 arp bends.



vides information for your speci¿c winch. 

• Always follow wiring diagrams.
• Always disconnect winch from 
power source when working on 
the winch.
• Always store the remote control 
in a protected, clean dry area.
• Never lean over the battery 
while making connections. 



No basic guide to winching techniques can cover all scenarios that may come up in the real world. 
The safety of you, the people around you, and your vehicle are, ultimately, your 
responsibility

    

Figure 15

15



You can contact Superwinch® directly at any time for assistance.  

                                      Online, by phone, mail, or on Facebook®. 



DRUM: Tube with Àanges to store rope.



ong the coil axis under the inÀuence of an electrical magnetic ¿eld. 
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